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in Morocco, Mesopotamia, or the Balkans. Though Izvol-
ski hoped that the Triple Entente would give him greater
freedom of action in the Near East and Middle East; and
though the French counted on it in the same way in Mo-
rocco, So far as "Ffpp;1fl;n.H wa.R fiQpp.firr>fiHJ.t aimed at the pre-
servation of peace through the establishment of ajgglance
.of power. It was insurance against the supposed danger of
possible German aggression, and not for any aggression
against Germany's existing position in Europe and in the
commercial world. But to German eyes it had a more
ominous and irritating appearance. This finds expression
in extreme form in the Kaiser's marginal notes on reports
of the Reval meeting and of English efforts for slowing
down German Dreadnought construction. It is also re-
flected in his indiscreet speech to German officers at
Doberitz. His feeling was: "A strong navy; a strong army;
and powder dry!"31	.,
Billow on the other hand, with his characteristic policy
of putting the best face on an unpleasant situation, believed
Germany should scrupulously avoid showing any signs of
nervousness and uneasiness. To do so would simply be
playing into the hands of Russia and France. While agree-
ing that Germany must keep herself in the highest possi-
ble state of defense, she must do so quietly. He chided the
Kaiser as much as he dared for the Doberitz indiscretion,82
and was inclined to agree with Metternich, the German
Ambassador in London, that Germany ought not to close
the door to all English suggestions for some arrangement
to prevent the evils of Anglo-German naval competition.33
He also believed that the consolidation of the Triple
Entente made it all the more important that Germany must
stand firmly behind her Austrian ally. In a long very
confidential circular to the Prussian Ministers in Bavaria
si GP., XXV, 454.	33 QJP., XXVIII, 1-199, passim.
32G.P., XXV, p. 466.

